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RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
GEORGE DALE BURT 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life of George 
Dale Burt, a beloved husband, grandfather, 
and friend. He passed away peacefully at 
Baptist Memorial Hospital in Oxford on May 9, 
2021. I join his loved ones in mourning his 
loss. 

He was born on February 2, 1937 to Hattie 
Patterson Burt and George Lee Burt. He at-
tended Oakland High School and Delta State 
University. He later earned his master’s de-
gree from the University of Mississippi. Mr. 
Burt went on to become the principal of 
Senatobia High School. It was there he began 
his thirty year coaching career in football that 
allowed him to impact countless students. 

Dale was an outdoorsman and spent time 
on the family farm. For twenty-five summers, 
he served as a park ranger at Arkabutla Lake. 

Left to cherish his memory are his wife, Eliz-
abeth Hawkins Burt; children, Teri Lynn Burt 
Scoggins, David Allen Burt; Carol H. Darby, 
Patsy Williams; eight grandchildren and eight 
great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Burt was a dedicated mentor, loving 
husband, and diligent father. l thank him for 
his service to the state of Mississippi and offer 
my deepest condolences to his family and 
friends. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE FOUNDING OF 
VFW POST 12205 IN BULVERDE, 
TEXAS 

HON. CHIP ROY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. ROY. Madam Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the founding of VFW Post 12205 in 
Bulverde, Texas. I wanted to take a moment 
to congratulate Commander McKinnon and 
those who helped establish Texas’s 290th 
VFW Post. Over the past several years, the 
number of veterans in the Spring Branch and 
Bulverde area has grown tremendously and 
the need for a new VFW has become ever 
more apparent. As a member of the Veteran 
Affairs Committee, it is critically important to 
me that we have organizations like VFWs 
present locally to serve our veterans and com-
munities, but also to promote patriotism and 
the American ideals we desperately need 
more of today. I have no doubt that this VFW 
Post will be a source of camaraderie, service, 
and education. I hope my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives will join me in con-
gratulating these American patriots at VFW 

Post 12205 on their inaugural meeting and 
success in their future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING THE 36 YEARS OF 
SERVICE OF COUNCILMAN DAVID 
JORDAN 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to acknowledge the Hon-
orable City Councilman of Greenwood, Mis-
sissippi, Mr. David Jordan. 

Councilman Jordan served on the Green-
wood City Council for 36 years representing 
Ward 6. During his tenure, he helped uplift the 
community through his superb leadership. He 
will continue his endeavors by representing 
District 24 as a member of the Mississippi 
State Senate. Senator Jordan has served in 
the State Senate for the previous 28 years as-
suming office in 1993. 

Born on April 3, 1934, in Leflore County, 
Mississippi, David was the youngest of five 
children born to sharecropper parents. Grow-
ing up working in cotton fields, David always 
valued education. Through relentless effort, he 
received his high school diploma and went on 
to enroll in Mississippi Valley State University. 
Later, he attended the University of Wyoming. 

Due to his undying love for people, he 
began his career as a science teacher. With a 
yearning to serve his community, Mr. Jordan 
decided to run for City Councilman in 1985 
which he held until June 15, 2021. At the age 
of 88, he is married to the lovely Christine 
Bell-Jordan, and currently resides in Green-
wood, MS. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to acknowl-
edge Councilman Jordan for his honorable en-
deavors to Mississippi communities. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF CAPTAIN 
PAUL MCKEEVER’S DECADES OF 
SERVICE TO THE CITY OF DEAR-
BORN 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mrs. DINGELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Captain Paul McKeever on 
the occasion of his retirement from the Dear-
born Fire Department after over 25 years of 
service to the City of Dearborn, Michigan, His 
significant service to our community is worthy 
of commendation. 

Captain McKeever began his career in pub-
lic service as a United States Marine stationed 
at 29 Palms, California and later was stationed 
across the state of Michigan. After transferring 

to the Marine Corps Reserve, Captain 
McKeever became a member of the Dearborn 
Fire Department in August 1995. He continued 
to serve in both military and civilian firefighting 
capacities until 2017 when he retired from the 
Ohio Air National Guard with the rank of Mas-
ter Sergeant. 

Captain McKeever joined the Dearborn Fire 
Department in 1995 and was promoted to Fire 
Lieutenant in 2007. On June 5, 2012 he was 
promoted to the role of Captain. A committed 
leader always willing to go the extra mile for 
his team, he is a graduate of the Eastern 
Michigan University School of Fire Staff and 
Command. Over the course of his extensive 
career, Captain McKeever has been the recipi-
ent of countless awards for excellence in serv-
ice including the Fire Chief Life Saving Award, 
Fire Officer of the Year, multiple Meritorious 
Company Commendations, and a 2019 Certifi-
cate of Special Recognition, 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Captain Paul McKeever for his 
exemplary 25 years of service. He has effec-
tively and selflessly served the City of Dear-
born in his role as Chief of the Fire Depart-
ment and has been steadfastly dedicated to 
the safety of our community. I join with Cap-
tain McKeever’s family including his wife Meryl 
and children Paul, Ian, Liam, Grace, and 
Emma, friends, and colleagues in extending 
my best wishes to him in retirement. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF MS. 
MAXINE WHITFIELD PRYOR 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life and accom-
plishments of Ms. Maxine Whitfield Pryor who 
will celebrate her 100th birthday on July 25, 
2021. 

Ms. Pryor was born in the community of 
Love in Hernando, MS in Desoto County. She 
has lived in Hernando her entire life. She is 
the eldest of 8 siblings born to Nathaniel and 
Dinah Whilhite Whitfield. She attended Oak 
Hill Church School and in 1939 married Bemis 
Pryor. She and Bemis had nine children, all 
born and raised in Hernando. 

Ms. Pryor is the proud grandmother of 24 
grandchildren, 32 great-grandchildren, and 22 
great-great-grandchildren. She is known for 
her love of God and her community. She has 
attended both Oak Hill Baptist Church and 
Knights Chapel C.M.E. Church in Hernando. 
She is a retired missionary, stewardess, and 
church announcer. She enjoys sewing, gar-
dening, cooking, and voting during election 
season. 

Ms. Pryor has been a dedicated member of 
the Hernando community for 100 years and I 
am remarkably grateful for her lifetime of serv-
ice. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF GENE 

HECKMAN 

HON. JIM BANKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Mr. Gene Heckman of Colum-
bia City, Indiana. Gene was a beloved mem-
ber of his community whose work shaped the 
lives of generations who call northeast Indiana 
home. 

Gene entered the U.S. Air Force upon grad-
uating high school in 1957, marking the begin-
ning of a life of service. Upon being honorably 
discharged in 1963, Gene returned to civilian 
life. He married his sweetheart, Karen Rose, 
and together made the Tri-Lakes community 
their home. 

In 1971, Gene was elected a trustee of 
Thorncreek Township. Additionally, Gene 
oversaw the township’s public services; served 
on the Whitley County School Board; helped 
found the Tri-Lakes Baptist Church; was a 
member of Gideons International; served as 
president of the National Solid Waste Associa-
tion Council and was a member of the Colum-
bia City Rotary Club. 

Gene’s dedication to his community earned 
him the opportunity to meet several notable 
public figures, including President George W. 
Bush, Vice President Dan Quayle, Senator 
Richard Lugar, and Governor Otis Bowen. 
Separately, Gene operated his own sanitation 
business before selling it in 1991. 

This is a testament to Gene’s peerless de-
votion to service for which his community, and 
our country, is grateful. Though he is no 
longer with us, Gene’s spirit endures in the 
hearts and minds of all those he touched. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF HAROLD 
KELLER 

HON. LLOYD SMUCKER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. SMUCKER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Harold Keller of 
Mount Joy, who recently passed away. 

Harold will be remembered for his life of 
service and building a stronger community in 
Mount Joy. He was a proud Rotarian, serving 
as President of the Mount Joy Rotary Club. 
He additionally served as a member of the 
Mount Joy Borough Council and Mount Joy 
Chamber of Commerce. Harold and his wife 
Helen were known as Mr. & Mrs. Santa in 
Mount Joy, bringing happiness to children and 
residents for over 35 years. Harold generously 
supported charitable organizations across the 
community and supported those in need, for 
instance, donating food to those impacted by 
Hurricane Agnes while his own home was 
flooded. 

Harold pursued his professional dream of 
becoming an auctioneer, opening Keller Auc-
tions in 1960, which is now in its third genera-
tion. Harold served during many benefit auc-
tions to support community organizations 
across the region and in 2012, was inducted 
into the Pennsylvania Auctioneers Hall of 
Fame. 

Harold enjoyed every moment with his fam-
ily, and we offer prayers of comfort for those 
who grieve his passing. Harold is survived by 
his loving family, including Helen, his wife of 
68 years, their eight children, nineteen grand-
children, and 28 great-grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ WAG-
NER ON HIS RETIREMENT FOL-
LOWING MORE THAN FOUR DEC-
ADES OF PUBLIC SERVICE 

HON. JOHN A. YARMUTH 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of William ‘‘Bill’’ Wagner, a 
dedicated public health servant in my home-
town of Louisville, Kentucky, who will soon re-
tire after more than four decades of selfless 
work for our community. 

For the last 40 years, Bill has helped lead 
Family Health Centers, a federally qualified 
health center that has grown in size and 
scope to become one of the largest non-profits 
in our area, providing health care to more than 
45,000 individuals annually. Serving as Family 
Health Centers’ CEO since 1998 and as As-
sistant Director for 17 years prior to that, Bill 
oversaw the growth of their brick-and-mortar 
footprint in our area, expanding the number of 
health center locations in our region. He also 
helped oversee their tremendous growth in 
services provided, in patients served, and cer-
tainly in the rise of positive health outcomes 
for the countless Louisvillians that walked 
through their doors seeking care. 

During consideration and the subsequent 
implementation of the Affordable Care Act, Bill 
was at the forefront, advocating for increasing 
access to care while using his voice and pas-
sion for those often unheard. As we worked to 
expand services across our city, it was Bill’s 
guidance I sought out in order to be sure that 
we could do the most good possible for the 
most people. And so, it was no surprise when 
we saw our uninsured rate plummet as people 
began receiving the free preventive and other 
health services now available to them—just 
like Bill said they would if we’d just work to-
gether to make it happen. Along the way, he 
and his staff never hesitated to go above and 
beyond what was needed to make sure that 
our community was well-served, that people 
received the quality care they needed, and 
that everyone he crossed paths with knew that 
Family Health Centers was there and ready to 
help. 

Bill had previously announced his plan to re-
tire in early 2020, but as the COVID–19 pan-
demic reached our borders and began to 
spread, he put Louisville families first and 
stayed at the helm of this critical public health 
organization in order to help lead us through 
this public health crisis. Bill’s tremendous 
knowledge on public health matters, his early 
efforts to help ramp up testing in the commu-
nities he serves, and in his continued focus to 
this day on making sure that vaccines are 
available and accessible in every neighbor-
hood in our city—especially those that are so 
often overlooked or underserved—has been 
invaluable. 

Reflecting on his upcoming retirement, Bill 
said, ‘‘I’ve been guided by the belief that 

health care is a right not a privilege. We have 
a long way to go to achieve this goal in our 
community, but we have made significant 
strides over the decades.’’ 

I’m proud to share that belief, but I’m even 
more proud to say that those strides would not 
have been possible without Bill’s selfless dedi-
cation to his profession, his wealth of knowl-
edge in the public health field, and his 
unyielding commitment to improving the lives 
of our fellow Louisvillians. 

Bill has not only improved lives, but has 
saved them and left a lasting mark on our city, 
our commonwealth, and this great Nation. I 
wish him nothin but the very best in retirement 
and look forward to seeing him soon. Con-
gratulations and thanks for a job well done, 
my friend. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF JOSH 
LUCAS 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to celebrate the life of high school 
senior Josh Lucas who passed away Sunday, 
May 16. He was an admirable young man with 
a bright future, and I join countless members 
of the Tuscaloosa community in mourning his 
loss. 

Josh was a senior at Northside High School 
meant to graduate on Friday, May 21. He was 
a football player and enlisted in the Alabama 
National Guard and intended to pursue a ca-
reer in the military following graduation. He 
was known as a hard worker, loyal friend, and 
a diligent athlete. 

I join Josh’s friends, family, fellow guards-
men, and teammates in mourning his loss. I 
can say with certainty Josh would have had 
an outstanding career in the military. I offer my 
most sincere condolences to those who had 
the opportunity to know and love Josh and 
continue to keep them in my prayers. 

f 

HONORING CHIEF SPECIAL WAR-
FARE OPERATOR (SEAL) 
ZACKARY MILLER 

HON. KAY GRANGER 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 

Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of U.S. Navy Chief Spe-
cial Warfare Operator Zackary Miller, a highly 
decorated Navy SEAL, who was taken far too 
early by cancer at the age of 39. He died on 
June 4, 2021 in Virginia Beach, Virginia with 
his family, closest loved ones, and teammates 
by his side. He was an American hero who 
dedicated his life in service of our country. 

Zack grew up in Columbus, Georgia and 
Mobile, Alabama. In 2000, he graduated from 
McGill-Toolen Catholic High School where he 
played baseball, basketball, and was captain 
of the football team. Zack received a scholar-
ship to play football at Millsaps College in 
Jackson, Mississippi before transferring to the 
University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa. He grad-
uated in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science. 
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